
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 24 September 2015] 

 p6994c-6995a 
Hon Robyn McSweeney 

FAMILY AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

Statement 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [5.15 pm]: I would like to raise two issues today; one is quite 
flippant and the other is very serious. Go the Dockers on Friday, but if the Dockers do not win, then the other 
Western Australian team—I certainly hope the Eagles come home for us. 

The other issue, which is extremely serious, is domestic violence and women being murdered throughout 
Australia. I was listening to the radio yesterday and heard that 63 women around Australia have been killed so 
far this year. I want to put on record how ashamed I feel that we have men in Australia who, firstly, do not 
respect women; secondly, think they own women; and, thirdly, think they control women to such a degree that 
they can hurt them and then kill them. I woke up this morning and heard that a 12-year-old child was murdered 
in her bed over east by a 31-year-old stepfather. I said to myself that little girl and those other 63 women are 
mothers, wives and daughters. It is shocking that the children of those women do not have a mother anymore 
because some absolute mongrel thought he had the right to hurt, beat and kill women in our country. I want to 
congratulate the new minister Michaelia Cash for this morning coming out up and running on domestic violence. 
She said that the community has had enough, we have had enough and the government has had enough. 

It is not all up to government to stop the violence. It begins in the home with control and then physical abuse. That 
physical abuse escalates. We have a police force that does its best, I am sure, but there will be more money for 
training purposes and there will be heightened awareness in our community. We have the trouble in our community 
of what is private and what is public. If some neighbour hears a woman next door or further up the road is being 
beaten and they know that she is being beaten and harmed, they need to speak out. But there is a sense that it is 
private business—not our business. It is actually our business; it is everyone’s business. I put on record today that 
enough is enough and it is not all up to the state government. It is up to the community and all of us to work 
together. It really needs to start in schools with respecting women. If children who go to school see their parents 
being abusive to each other at home—usually it is the father being physically violent towards the mother—then 
how do the children know that it is wrong? We need to teach them when they are little; we need to teach our little 
boys to respect little girls and we need to teach little girls to respect little boys. We are equal; there is no gender 
difference. What gives a man the right to think they own a woman? They do not, and enough is enough. 
 

 [1] 


	FAMILY AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
	Statement


